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A guideline of the information that should be included in your proposal is 
listed below: 
1.   Introduction  

2.   Topic of study 
3.   Reason for choice  

4.   Background to the proposal  

5.   Brief reief review of literature so far 

6.   Critique of literature 

7.   Lessons learned from your study 

8.   Methods 

9.   Question to be addressed  
Methods to be used .10 

11. Limitations 

12. Plan and timetable 

Conclusion  

14. Summary of proposal 

15. Anticipated probems 
16. References 

17. Harvard or Vancouver system 1000 minimum is recommended 
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Guidelines for producing a Research proposal   ( 2 ) 
 
You should answer the following questions in preparing your proposal : 
 
Title of proposal project  
( A short statement of the topic you would like  to investigate ) .  
 
What are you setting out to do?  
( Describe briefly what you would propose to do in the research ) . 
 
Why are you attempting to do this ?  
( Explain why you think it is important to conduct this particular research project ) . 
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Are you aware of previous research in this area ?  
( Set out a brief statement of what other research you know has been done in this 
area with a short bibliography of the key works ) . 
 
What techniques are you proposing to use to do the research ? 
( say how you would would go a bout doing the research in terms of the methods 
that you would use for example to collect data and analyse it ) . 
 
Why do you think that these techniques are appropri ate ? 
( say why you think it is appropriate to use these methods ) . 
 
Are you familiar with these techniques or would you  need further training ? 
( Briefly summarise your experience in using these techniques and identify any 
areas where you think that you would benefit from further training ) . 
 
What problems might you encounter in the course of the research ? 
( Think of any problems that you might encounter during the research project and 
how you might go about overcoming them ) . 
 
Can you do the project within the three – year time  period ? 
( Indicate roughly how you would allocate the time for doing the research project 
over the duration of your studies ) . 
 
What contribution do you think that your research m ight make? 
(  say how ,  if your research is successful, it might contribute to knowledge and 
understanding of the subject ) . 
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